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October 31 , 2002

02-176
For Immediate Release:
EIU TRUSTEE JULIE NIMMONS HONORED BY SPORTS EDGE MAGAZINE

CHARLESTON - Julie Nimmons, a member of Eastern Illinois University's Board of Trustees , is
featured in the October/November 2002 issue of Sports Edge magazine as one of "25 Leaders to Watch
in the Sports Industry."
The 1977 EIU graduate, who has served as president and CEO of Schutt Sports (Litchfield, Ill.)
since April1987, was chosen as one of 25 "industry leaders who have unveiled cutting edge products,
managed consolidations, undertaken innovative marketing strategies and developed strategic
relationships with their business partners."
Nimmons joins other leaders from such companies as Spalding Sports Worldwide, New Balance
Athletic Shoes, The Sports Authority and Adidas America on the Sports Edge list.
As part of her profile, magazine writers state, "There are no real secrets to success. Ask Julie
Nimmons and she'll say that today's manufacturers must work harder, be smarter and get more innovative
than ever before. As a spirited team player, it's not ironic that she has become so entrenched in the team
market. She preaches and exudes the premise that manufacturers, dealers and sales reps must depend
on each other to be successful - it's all for one and one for all."
As president of Schutt Sports, Nimmons has appeared in interviews seen on CN N and ESPN , and
was featured in CNN's "All About Women" in January 1997.
She and her husband, Ken , also have been recognized as Business Persons of the Year by the
Litchfield Chamber of Commerce.
Prior to her current position, Nimmons served as president of the Schutt Manufacturing Co. In
addition , she spent three years teaching elementary music and directing the junior and senior high school
choirs for Southwestern District 9 in Piasa, Ill.
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Nimmons also has served on the Litchfield City Planning Commission, the Lincoln Land
Community College Business Advisory Board and the National Athletic Trainers Association Research and
Education Foundation Board of Directors.
She was the first woman elected to the board of trustees of the Sporting Goods Manufacturers
Association, and later served as chairman of the board of trustees.
Currently, she also serves as an advisory member for the Governor's Council on Health and
Physical Fitness/State of Illinois, immediate past-chairman of EIU's School of Business Advisory Board
and chairman of the Illinois State Board of Trustees for the Fellowship of Christian Athletes.
She and her husband are the parents of two daughters, Jennifer Baker and Stephanie Nimmons,
both students at Eastern .
The current issue of Sports Edge magazine can be found at http://www.sgma .com/sportsedge/.

-30-

